“Arasketamendi” a renewable energy park in Amurrio, Alava

The municipality of Amurrio, within its framework of Sustainable Development policy,
has built up in the area of “Arasketamendi” a park integrated in the natural environment.
The objective of this thematic park is to promote in an informative and recreational way
the renewable energies.

The park consists of a not-covered exposition located in a rich environment. It contains
several inventions related with renewable energies which could be seen when walking
along a wooden path.

This project aims to establish an energy park and energy track in the municipality of
Amurrio in the middle of an attractive natural area. The municipality of Amurrio has
approximately around 9.695 inhabitants and is located in the West side of the province
of Alava, close to the natural park of Gorbeia, the mythical chain mountain of the
Basque Country.

The main aim of the renewable energy park of “Arasketamendi” is to be a tourist
attraction, as well as, an innovative initiative to disseminate and spread the principles of
renewable energies. The energy park will demonstrate new energy-saving solutions,
reveal the way of working of different renewable energy technologies and constitute a
tourist attraction in this region.

The project has been led by the Municipality of Amurrio. The cost of the project is
865.893,19 EUR, granted by the municipality itself and Basque Government's funds.
The park has aproximately 22.600 square metres of surface. During the visit it is
possible to see the 26 ideas related to different natural elements used to generate green
energy and heat: water, wind, sun and biomass. The itinerary is helped by more than
fifty exhibition panels which explain in an informative way the biodiversity resources of
the environment.

Currently, the visitors of the park have the chance of delighting a coherent space
designed following energetic efficiency criteria: energetic self-sufficiency, bioclimatic
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design in the reception building and so on.

The park has been created for information and promotion purposes, as well as,
providing training courses on energy. The municipality has created an environmental
training programme which depending on the potential end-users will be adapted. The
main target groups of the training programme are the scholars; nevertheless, any other
visitors who come near the park will have the possibility of enjoying the courses.

The park was opened in June 2006.

Introducing Amurrio’s beautiful landscape and the possibilities of implementing and
promoting renewable energy sources, the project can impact both in the development of
the tourism of the area, as well as, in the awareness of the citizens towards Sustainable
development and the opportunities of the green energy and energy efficiency.

A description of the project is available in Spanish at
http://www.amurrio.org/castellano/municipal/municipal.php?pg=ambiente.php

AYUNTAMIENTO DE AMURRIO
Juan Urrutia Plaza z/g
01470 Amurrio-Araba

Tel.: 0034-945891161
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